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World History for International Studies is a handbook that emerged out of the history courses taught within the
Leiden University International Studies program. The purpose has been to offer both a concise and
comprehensive overview of world history and an introduction to the core concepts, methods, and theories that

historians use. A handbook that fulfilled both these requirements was not available. This prompted us as an

author team to develop our own.

Study concept

Didactics

Our pedagogical starting point was that we wanted

to offer an active learning environment. Within
the field of International Studies, there are many
perspectives to pursue. To make the historical
angle attractive and easily accessible, we devised a
structure in which we offer the reader a series of
thematic chapters. These themes do not only have
value as historical lenses but reverberate in
discussions among area studies, cultural, political,
and language specializations. The book is divided
into two parts. Part one starts in pre-history but
emphasizes in particular on the period between
1000-1800. Part two takes off from the time of the
Atlantic Revolutions and discusses themes with
examples from 1800 onwards. The individual
chapters act first and foremost as discussion starters
for more detailed classroom debates. To facilitate
these debates, discussion questions are included at
the end of each chapter and suggestions for further
reading.

Things that Talk

Moreover, to activate the reader’s interest, primary
sources, which are crucial in the historian’s craft, are
included in each chapter. These primary sources are
linked to an online platform Things That Talk,
where the source can be studied in more detail, in
context, and with the aid of additional material.
They are accessed via a QR code in the book. We
have paid special attention to the diversity of the
sources and aimed to move away from the
expectation of historians being only interested in
paper archives. We include as sources a novel, a
letter, a book, a medal, a temple, a baptismal basin, a
proclamation, a shipwreck, and an epos. Through
these sources, we illustrate the diversity of the
historiographical debates and how sources have
featured and changed debates. Moreover, each
chapter, while focusing on a theme, a region, and a
source, extrapolates to wider regional and global
discussions with contemporary relevance. In this
way, we aim to make history come alive.

By way of illustration; In the chapter addressing communication, we not only treat the oral-literacy shift but also
discuss the enduring importance of oral history today. The content of communication matters but also the means
and the methods and how they changed over time. What does this mean for ways of communicating today,
including the use of social media? The theme of religion is tied in the chapter to an example from Asia where pre-
existing notions of what religion is supposed to mean, led scholars to faulty interpretations. This opens up the
discussion about the application of perspectives and how these can predetermine outcomes in an investigation.
The chapter about modernity not only discusses the concept but links this to a case study of China and the First
World War. The war caused pressing questions about how to relate to modernity and how to find a place in the
modern world. It is an invitation to discuss the problematic aspects of modernity.



